Accidental administration of hepatitis B immune globulin to a patient positive for hepatitis B surface antigen.
Approximately 24 hours after receiving hepatitis B immune globulin (HBIG), a renal transplant surgeon developed localized urticaria at the site of injection followed by generalized urticaria and angioedema, which resolved after administration of corticosteroids but recurred ten days later. Blood drawn from the surgeon prior to his receiving the HBIG injection was positive for hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg). We believe that the adverse reaction may have been caused by HBsAg-HBIG immune complexes. This case illustrates the necessity for knowing the results of hepatitis serology before injection of HBIG is given in high risk individuals. It also re-emphasizes the value of periodic screening for hepatitis B in such persons and the need for hepatitis B vaccine.